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the general condition of affairs in Turkey, that the question
which forms the title of this article would hardly seem open
to any answer but a negative. Western people are accus-
tomed to consider Turkey as a barbarous land full of all
sorts of horrors; the Turks themselves as an uncivilized
people, without any capacity for entering on the path of
European nations, and the Turkish Government as a
mixture of ignorance and fanaticism, capable of any misdeed
that can be imagined. The most extravagant ideas aBout
Turkey find credence in a Public that has no other soyrce
of information than the Press, which in many cases is, un-
fortunately, wanting in original information, and sometimes
lies in the hands of persons to whose interest it is to
prevent the truth from becoming known, and thus, in both
cases, only contributes to increase the false and sensational
ideas already prevailing in Europe. As the logical con-
sequence of these unfounded notions, Turkey is judged as a
state condemned to perish sooner or later ; even its rights
to independence and self-defence are sometimes denied,
and the gloomy title of “sick man,” an invention of
Turkey's worst foes, is received by her truest but ignorant
friends as a happy expression to describe the actual state of
things in this country. The prevalence of these false ideas
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266 Is Turkey Progressing ?

about Turkey, so little in accordance with the general good
sense and truth-searching qualities of the English Public,
makes it a necessity to show in a brief and concise summary
the amount of progress affected in Turkey since first the
period of reform set in, and more- especially during the
reign of His Imperial Majesty ‘Abdul Hamid IT. It will
be seen by this summary that the “sick man ” is not so
very near his grave after all, and that the “unspeakable
Turk ” is not so much a disgrace to the civilized world as
must have been thought when that phrase was first
launched.

The vast amount of progress made by Turkey during this
present century is especially apparent when the present
state of public instruction in that country is compared with
what existed in former times. Until the beginning of this
century the organization of public instruction was very
defective and unsystematic. In those days there were but
two kinds of schools, viz., the Elementary « Mahalleh”
(ward) schools, where only the reading of the Kordn with
the principles of the Mussulman religion were taught, and the
« Medressehs " or higher schools, where a kind of scholastic
education, comprising Arabic, Commentaries on the Korin,
the Sayings of the Prophet, Mahommedan Law and Jurispru-
dence, Literature, Physics, and Philosophy, was given to the
students. These “ Medressehs ” were especially created for
the training of the *‘Ulemas” who afterwards were to occupy
the religious and judicial and some municipal posts; many
civil functionaries, however, also acquired, in their ranks, the
degree of instruction attainable at the time. Inthis system
of teaching there was little room for the exact sciences, and
technical instruction was totally wanting. Private instruc-
tion certainly supplied, in some respects, the want of
material and positive learning ; but the mass of the people
were very much wanting in general information, and, if
Turkish literature made considerable progress among the
higher classes, little was made in the propagation of
scientific knowledge.
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Military reforms under Selim III. and Mahmoud II.
necessitated the creation of some institutions for teaching
the military and medical sciences, and thus the High Military
College, “ Mektébi Harbieh,” the Artillery and the Military
Medical Schools, were created. In addition to this, “ Ida-
dich” schools, to prepare pupils for the instruction given in
these newly-created institutions, were inaugurated in Con-
stantinople and the chief towns of the seven army corps.
Mahmoud II. founded also a Naval College where the
English language was, and is yet, taught besides Turkish.
These four institutions are still existing, and the Harbieh
school includes a special section for the higher education and
training of Staff officers. They contain, together with their
“ Idadieh” or preparatory schools, nearly 10,000 students.
The Military Medical school has also a section for the
instruction of veterinary surgeons.

Under the reign of Sultan ‘Abdul Mejid, the father of
His Majesty the present Sultan, serious attempts were
made to institute throughout the Empire a regular system
of instruction, and, in consequence, schools called “ Rush-
dieh,” where Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and the elements of
the necessary sciences are taught, were created by hundreds
in the capital and the provinces.

The Egyptian, Cretan, Montenegrin and Syrian diffi-
culties, and the Crimean War and other events of the two
reigns of ‘Abdul. Mejid and ‘Abdul ‘Aziz prevented Turkey
from making much advance in intellectual development.
The reign of ‘Abdul ‘Aziz saw the creation of another kind
of “ Rushdieh " schools under military supervision. These
military “ Rushdiehs” are scattered over all parts of the
Empire, and their number has been considerably increased
by His Majesty ‘Abdul Hamid II. More than 9000 pupils
go there to get a solid elementary education.

During this reign, also, a college was founded in Pera on
the type of French Lyceums. In this college, called
“ Sultdnieh ”’ school, French is compulsory and a scientific
education is given by French instructors in their own
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language. Besides French and sciences, Turkish literature,
Arabic and Persian are taught, and there are also pro-
fessorial chairs for Greek, Armenian, German, English and
Italian. There are more than 8oo pupils in this institu-
tion.

The ¢ Mektébi Sanayi,” a technical and professional
institution established in Constantinople, contains 400 young
men learning some useful trade, and many chief towns of
vilayets possess similar institutions.

At the same time another high school was created to
train the «Ulema” candidates for the Sheri’ magistracy.
This college, called “ Mektebi Newab” (school for Sheri
magistrates), is a very important establishment, where the
Mahomedan law and jurisprudence are taught by the
most promineﬁt members of the « ‘Ulema ” class.

His present Majesty, ‘Abdul Hamid II., has always been
a sincere partisan of the diffusion of knowledge, and in
spite of tremendous political and social difficulties, his reign
eclipses the preceding one in this respect as well as in all
other matters connected with public prosperity and progress
Even the horrors of an unfortunate war were not allowed
by this energetic sovereign to be a serious obstacle to the
execution of his educational designs, which he wisely con-
siders to be the best means of regenerating Turkey.

The educational policy of His Majesty ‘Abdul Hamid
began by a master stroke. During the dreadful time of
war, when the Russians were approaching Adrianople,
H.I.M. thought of founding the “ Mulkieh” school, a
preparatory college for the Civil Service. This watchful-
ness for the education of the people, when all the powers of
the State were absorbed by the great struggle of 1877-78,
was conceived in the same spirit as the policy of the
Prussian Monarchy after Jena, and which set free the
German Fatherland from the Napoleonic oppression.

The “ Mulkieh” school contained at first five classes,
three lower and two higher, in which Turkish and French,

Mathematics, Natural Science, Geography, General and
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Ottoman History, Political Economy, International Law,
Civil and Administrative Laws, and Finances, besides
some other sciences, were taught to the pupils, who were
destined to occupy the posts of Sub-governors, Vice-Con-
suls, Secretaries of Legation and Embassy, Auditors to the
Council of State, etc. At the present time more than two
hundred “ Mulkieh ” scholars might be named, who, having
finished their studies, have been admitted to different State
functions, and some of whom occupy exalted positions.
Even in the Palace many dignitaries owe their position to
qualifications which they had acquired as students of this
college, and they have always been subject to special
regard from His Imperial Majesty, who took the school
under his high protection from its foundation. Afterwards
some changes advantageous to the school were introduced,
such as the addition of the Arabic and Persian languages,
and the compulsory study of Greek and Armenian, for at
least five scholars in each class, a very intelligent and useful
measure, due solely to the initiative of His Majesty.
These and other improvements necessitated the creation of
two other classes, one higher and the other lower. It is
hardly necessary to state that this school is open to all
Ottoman subjects, without any distinction of religion or
race.

His Majesty ‘Abdul Hamid has shown equal thoughtful-
ness for the legal profession, by founding a Law School in
the capital. This school has four classes, and the scholars
who are successful in the examinations are received, after a
short course in the Tribunals, as Assistant Judges in the
first instance, Deputy Procurators-General, Judges of In-
struction, Presidents of the Provincial Courts of First
Instance, and are also allowed to exercise the profession of
advocates.

This Law School is a most important institution, and is
of great use in raising the moral standing and professional
knowledge of the Turkish magistracy.

Another preparatory school in the style of the lower
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classes of “ Mulkieh,” a special school for the blind and the
dumb, a school for the Fine Arts, for ‘“ Mines and Forests,”
special classes for Civil Engineers joined to the Artillery
College, special classes for Merchant Captains joined to
the Naval School, Agricultural schools in Constantinople,
Adrianople, Salonika, and Brussa, with model farms, two
Trade schools for poor girls in Constantinople, and
several similar institutions, are samples of the Imperial
activity, proving how much care H.I.M. takes to advance
the moral and material well-being of his subjects.

The limits of a summary do not permit of a full descrip-
tion of these very interesting institutions. I hope to
have the opportunity to give further details in a future
article on Turkish Progress; but I cannot leave this
subject without a few words on the firm basis that has been
laid for the diffusion of instruction in the vast Ottoman
Dominion. To start with, funds were necessary for such a
serious work; and H.I.M. found two sources of revenue
of such a nature that, growing and increasing by them-
selves, there is no further need for Government subsidies
on behalf of public instruction.

These sources of revenue are: 1st, The pious founda-
tions (Evkaf) whose maintenance is no more necessary ; as
for example, the endowments for the maintenance of a
mosque that is no more in existence, etc. The basis of
such endowments being real estate, this revenue is capable
of great expansion, landed property at the present time
being at its very lowest value in most parts of the Empire.
2nd, The third part of the 15 per cent. by which the tithe
has been increased. This revenue is also of an expansive
nature, as is seen by the increase of the State revenues
wherever railways have been constructed and pushed on
into the interior of the country.

With the new income the Department of Public Instruc-
tion was able to endow many chief towns of the provinces
and Livas (a subdivision of the province) with a prepara-
tory school, where Mahommedans and non-Mahommedans
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are admitted on perfectly equal terms. Their numbers
continue to increase. As to primary education, it is
difficult to say exactly the number of the schools founded ;
but it is estimated that, with those enumerated, 2000 schools
with far more than 100,000 pupils, have been instituted in
the sixteen years of His Majesty’s reign.

Reforms effected in the Turkish administration since the
promulgation of the “ Tanzimat” (reforms) by the Sultan
‘Abdul Mejid, and especially during the benevolent and
intelligent reign of the present Sultan, are too evident and
visible to need any demonstration. Under the *“ Tanzimat,”
not only the Ottoman Government, but also Ottoman society
underwent a complete change; and in a comparatively
short time Turkey, excluded until then from European
public life, acquired a dignified position among civilized
nations. This spirit of essential reform exhibited by ‘Abdul
Mejid has found a zealous supporter in his august son,
and changes have been realized which can be compared
only to the work of Peter the Great, which it may be
considered they have surpassed, owing to their sincerity
and the profound influence they have had on the mass of
the people.

Turkey has always distinguished itself by its religious
tolerance and mild treatment of conquered nations. When
the massacre of St. Bartholomew was considered a pious

act, and in every part of Europe *autos-da-f¢” were

thought the best safeguard of religion, the ancestors of His
Majesty ‘Abdul Hamid thought it a sovereign duty to assure
by edicts and charters, the free exercise of the different
religions in Turkey, and grant to the non-Mussulman com-
munities these privileges, which, it is true, tend to form
States within States, but which establish also an admir-
able equilibrium between the different nationalities which
lie in perfect peace under the Ottoman sceptre.
“Tanzimat” and the subsequent special laws regulated
the constitution of the non-Mussulman communities ; and
everybody knows now that His Majesty the present Sultan
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has always been the great protector and partisan of this
tolerant policy. I do not enlarge upon facts which ought
to be universally known and appreciated, and which do the
greatest honour to the wise and merciful sovereign who
knows how to be the true father of his people.

The civil equality enjoyed by non-Mussulmans since the
foundation of the Empire has been extended to political
matters also. It can be said with truth that Turkey is one
of the few States where religious differences are not con-
sidered as obstacles to the perfect political equality of the
citizens. After the “Tanzimat” this equality was more
conspicuous. Non-Mussulmans not only kept and ex-
tended their ancient privileges, making their condition in
some respects superior even to those of the Mahommedans ;
but they gained also all the rights proper to a dominating
faction. They are received in civil functions, where from
the beginning many of them attained exalted positions,
such as those of Secretary of State, Director-General, Under
Secretary of State, Governor-General, Ambassador, etc. If
they are exempt from military service and are obliged
instead of it to pay the Government a small sum, totally
disproportionate to the blood tax imposed upon the
Mussulman people of the Empire, that is a defect the
burden of which is felt only by the latter, and the non-
Mussulman, get nothing but profit from it. Notwithstand-
ing this ineligibility, the Military Medical College is open to
all classes of Ottoman subjects, there are many non-Mussul-
man military doctors and surgeons in the army, and they
are completely in the same position as their Mussulman
colleagues.

The councils of the Empire are mixed assemblies, where
all classes of Ottoman subjects are represented. The
Council of State contains many members of different
religious communities, and in the ‘“Idareh” (adminis-
trative) councils of provinces, Livas and Cazas, the half of
the elected members must by law always belsng to ‘the
non-Mussulman communities of these localities. As the dif-
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ferent religious chiefs of the same are natural members of
these councils, it happens many times that against a Sheri’
judge and mufti there are four or five spiritual chiefs of
non-Mussulman people, which, although in minority in the
province, acquire a predominant voice in the administrative
councils. That is an interesting organization not well
known in Europe, which by its liberality rivals the most
perfect systems of provincial administration. Except Crete
and Samos, in every part of the Ottoman Empire the
Mussulman population is in a great majority, and even in
the Macedonian and other similar districts more than half
of the inhabitants are Mahommedans. For this reason the
present organization of the provincial administration is
totally advantageous to the non-Mussulman communities ;
and in Crete and Samos special laws insure a majority in
councils to the Greek population.

The administration of justice in Turkey has also im-
proved very much during the last three reigns. Before the
reforms, Turkey had only “ Sheri’” tribunals ; these were
charged with all kinds of jurisdiction, civil, penal, and
commercial, but being at the same time affected by the
religious matters of the Mussulman communities, judges
were naturally of the “ ‘Ulema” class, and non-Mussulman as
well as Mahommedan civilians were excluded from the magis-
tracy. The procedure then used was rather summary, and
sometimes did not suffice for the requirements of modern
needs, and some necessary legal arrangements were totally
wanting, especially those in connection with commerce.

A complete organization of the Department of Justice was
felt necessary to establish a perfect equality with the non-
Mussulman subjects of the Empire and to satisfy the want
of existing laws in connection with modern requirements.
First the Government began with the penal law, adopting
a law nearly derived from the French Code pénal, and
creating everywhere correctional and criminal Courts
totally independent of the Religious Department. After-
wards Commercial Laws, derived also from the French
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“Code de Commerce” and “Code de Commerce Mari-
time,” were adopted, and commercial tribunals were
instituted. With the publication of the ¢ Mejelleh”
by a special commission composed of the most eminent
jurists of the Empire, the matters of the civil law also
had been committed to the care of newly instituted civil
tribunals, and the Sheri’ tribunals remained, with their
attributes, as regard marriage, divorce, succession, wills, etc.,
which are considered in Turkey as coming under Ecclesi-
astical jurisdiction, and in this quality left in what concerns
the non-Mussulmans to their respective patriarchates and
community councils. Under the reign of ‘Abdul ‘Aziz, the
new penal, commercial, and civil tribunals divided into
Courts of First Instance, Appeal and Cassation, jurisdiction
was committed to the charge of the newly-created Ministry
of Justice, and the magistracy became an open career for all
the citizens of the Ottoman dominions.

The reign of His Majesty the Sultan ‘Abdul Hamid has
witnessed the most effective improvements in this respect.
The re-organization of Provincial Tribunals, the nomina-
tion of Procurators- and Advocates-General, the establish-
ment of a regular system of advancement for judges, and a
firm guarantee insuring their trustworthiness and impar-
tiality, the institution of Criminal and Civil procedures,
are samples of this reforming policy applied to the adminis-
tration of justice, besides the creation of a Law School
destined to furnish the Department of Justice with able and
well-instructed functionaries.

The re-organization of the Police took place during this
reign, which has witnessed so many acts for the welfare of
the Ottoman people. The ancient confusion between the
duties of the police, gendarmerie and department of penal
jurisdiction ceased, and the gendarmerie as an armed force
being attached to the War Department, the Ministry of
Police remained with its essential attributes with regard to
public safety. Much has been and is still being said about the
insecurity prevailing in Turkey. It is, however, never men-



