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News in the EU I

As the COPFUTUREU Jean Monnet  Module approaches the end of
i ts  journey,  we are p leased to  share the f ina l  ed i t ion of  our
newslet ter  ser ies.  This  f ina l  issue comes as we ce lebrate the
successfu l  complet ion of  our  2025–2026 Spr ing Courses,  through
which s tudents cont inued to  s t rengthen the i r  analy t ica l
understanding of  European af fa i rs  and the chal lenges shaping the
future of  the European Union.  S ince our  last  update,  we a lso
successfu l ly  he ld the 11th seminar  of  the COPFUTUREU Jean
Monnet  Module ser ies,  br ing ing together  academics and
par t ic ipants  for  a  d iscuss ion on the ro le  of  development
cooperat ion in  the EU’s current  and fu ture geost rateg ic
f ramework.  Beyond our  academic act iv i t ies ,  th is  issue h igh l ights
two s ign i f icant  developments that  have recent ly  shaped the
European agenda.  The fo l lowing pages examine the ent ry  in to
appl icat ion of  the EU Pact  on Migrat ion and Asy lum, which
int roduces a new f ramework for  managing migrat ion and asy lum
across the Union,  as wel l  as the EU’s 21st  sanct ions package
against  Russ ia,  which fur ther  expands rest r ic t ive measures
across key sectors .  Fur ther  deta i ls  on these developments,
together  wi th  an overv iew of  our  la test  seminar  and academic
act iv i t ies ,  can be found throughout  the fo l lowing pages.  As we
br ing th is  newslet ter  ser ies to  a c lose,  we are t ru ly  gratefu l  to  a l l
the s tudents,  academics,  exper ts ,  and par t ic ipants  who have
contr ibuted to  COPFUTUREU and made th is  journey so va luable.



The 2025–2026 Spr ing Courses have successfu l ly  come to an end.
Throughout  the semester ,  s tudents  had the oppor tun i ty  to  explore key
issues on the European Union,  i ts  po l ic ies,  and i ts  changing ro le  in  the
wor ld .  Through c lass d iscuss ions and ass ignments,  they engaged wi th
current  European debates and developed a broader  understanding of  the
chal lenges and oppor tun i t ies fac ing the EU today.

2025-2026 Spring BA Course
successful ly  completed
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COPFUTUREU Closing Conference

The COPFUTUREU Jean Monnet
Module Clos ing Conference,  he ld
on 24 September 2026 at
Is tanbul  Univers i ty ,  marked the
conclus ion of  the Module ’s
academic journey.  Led by Prof .
Dr .  Özgün Er ler  Bayı r ,  the
conference addressed key
themes inc lud ing the EU’s ro le  in
the wor ld ,  d ig i ta l  t ransformat ion,
democracy,  c l imate change,
migrat ion,  and soc ia l  jus t ice,
br ing ing together  the main issues
explored throughout  the
COPFUTUREU pro ject .



The 11th seminar of the COPFUTUREU Jean
Monnet Module series took place online via
Zoom on June 8, 2026. Moderated by JMM
Chair Özgün Erler Bayır, the session brought
together Artur Dietz and Camilo Esteban
Hernandez Gonzalez from Goethe University
Frankfurt. Focusing on “The Role of
Development Cooperation in the EU’s Current
and Future Geostrategic Framework,” the
seminar addressed the place of development
cooperation within the EU’s broader
geostrategic outlook. The discussion offered
participants insights into how this field relates
to the challenges and opportunities that may
shape the future of Europe.

Seminar Series  -  XI

The Role of  Development Cooperation in  the EU’s
Current  and Future Geostrategic  Framework 

8 June 2026
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EU Expands Sanct ions Against  Russia 
with 21st  Package

The EU further expanded its sanctions against Russia on 23 July 2026 with the adoption of its 21st
sanctions package, introducing additional restrictive measures in response to the ongoing war in
Ukraine. The package includes sanctions against 218 individuals and entities, consisting of 48
individuals and 170 entities, and introduces further measures targeting Russia’s energy, financial
and banking sectors. The EU extended its transaction ban to 33 additional Russian credit and
financial institutions and 14 crypto-related service platforms. It also listed 41 additional vessels
linked to Russia’s shadow fleet and introduced further measures targeting oil refineries and other
actors in the energy sector. 
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News in the EU - I

The package a lso in t roduces measures
target ing Russia ’s  mi l i tary- indust r ia l
complex and i ts  access to  goods and
technologies.  The Counci l  added 51
ent i t ies  to  the l is t  subject  to  t ighter  expor t
rest r ic t ions on dual -use goods and
technologies due to  the i r  suppor t  for
Russia ’s  mi l i tary  and indust r ia l  complex.
Some of  these ent i t ies  are located in  th i rd
countr ies,  inc lud ing China and Hong Kong,
Ind ia,  Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyzstan,  Türk iye and
the Uni ted Arab Emirates.  The package
also expands ex is t ing expor t  rest r ic t ions to
addi t ional  technologies and mater ia ls  used
by Russia ’s  mi l i tary  indust ry .

Source:  
h t tps: / /www.consi l ium.europa.eu/en/press/press
-re leases/2026/07/23/21st -package-of -
sanct ions-eu-h i ts- russ ian-energy- f inancia l -
serv ices-and-crypto-hard/



 New EU Migration and Asylum Rules  
Enter  into Appl icat ion

The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum entered into application on 12 June 2026, following the end of
a two-year transition period. Consisting of 10 legislative acts, the Pact introduces common
procedures for screening and registering irregular arrivals at EU borders, together with faster asylum
and return procedures and clearer rules on responsibility for asylum applications. Under the new
system, irregular arrivals are subject to mandatory registration, identity checks, and security, health
and vulnerability assessments. Mandatory border procedures also apply to certain applicants,
including those considered unlikely to qualify for international protection, those posing security risks
and those who mislead authorities. 
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News in the EU - II

The Pact  a lso establ ishes a mandatory,
f lex ib le  and needs-based so l idar i ty
mechanism to suppor t  Member States
fac ing migratory  pressure,  rep lac ing the
prev ious vo luntary  system. I t  in t roduces
c learer  ob l igat ions concern ing the Member
State responsib le  for  examin ing an asy lum
appl icat ion and procedures address ing
unauthor ised secondary movements wi th in
the EU.  In  addi t ion,  a  dedicated f ramework
is  now in  p lace for  emergencies such as
sudden migratory  surges,  the
inst rumenta l isat ion of  migrants  by th i rd
countr ies and force majeure s i tuat ions,
prov id ing measures inc lud ing operat ional
ass is tance,  emergency funding and the
act ivat ion of  the so l idar i ty  mechanism.

Source:  
h t tps: / /home-af fa i rs .ec.europa.eu/news/new-
migrat ion-and-asy lum-ru les-enter-appl icat ion-
what-changing-2026-06-12_en
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