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Bu arastirma,“Hamase” divanlarinda secilmis eski Arap siirinde develer konusunu
ve onlarin tamamlanmis bicimlerini ele almaktadir. Develer, siirsel deneyimlerin
dokusunun temel ya da yardimci bir unsuru olarak degerlendirilmektedir ve
baglamlarinda dikkat cekici sanatsal gesitliliklerle yer almaktadir. Bu baglamda,
bu calisma, eski siir seckilerinde develerin temsillerine dair yeni bir bakis agisi
sunmayi amaglamaktadir. Bu seckilerde, bu evcil hayvanin bicimlenisleri,
sanatsal donusumleri ve islevleriyle ilgili daha 6nce yapilmamis yaklagimlar
incelenmektedir. Arastirma, Eb(i Temmam’a ait Hamase ve Vahsiyyat (Ktiglik
Hamase), Hamase-Buhttiri, Hamaseti'l-Halidiyyeyn, Serhu Divani’l-Hamase -
Merz(ki, Hamasetii'z-zurefa’- Zevzeni,el-Hamasetii's-Seceriyye - ibnii's-Seceri,
el-Hamaseti'l-Magribiyye- el-Ciiravi, el-Hamaseti’'l-Basriyye- Ebi’l-Hasan el-
Basri ve Hamasetii'l-Kuresi-ibn Mes‘ddel-Kuresi gibi eserleri kapsamaktadir.
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Arastirmada elestirel bakis agisi, develerin Hamase siirlerindeki sanatsal imgelerinin tiirlerine odaklanan betimleyici ve
timevarimsal bir yontem benimsemektedir. Bu imgeler ti¢ ana eksende siniflandirilmaktadir: insanlastirma (ensene),
hayvanlastirma (hayvane) ve seytanlastirma (seytane). Buna gore ya insanlastirilmis develer, ya seytanlastiriimis develer
ya da hayvanlastirilmig insanlar incelenmektedir. Ayrica, develerin karsilastirma ve taniklik araci olarak kullanildigr iki baska
boyut da ele alinmaktadir. Bu siirsel temalarin her birinin kendine 6zgi bir dogasi ve anlamsal amaclari bulunmaktadir.
Genel olarak Hamase kitaplarinda biriken siirsel deneyimlere bakildiginda, develerin her zaman siirsel vizyonlarin temel
bir unsuru olmadigini kabul etmek gerekir. Develer iki diizeyde varlik géstermistir: Ana diizey, burada develer imgelerin
dokusunu olusturup siirsel vizyonlarin sekillenmesinde énemli bir unsur olmustur. ikincil diizey, burada ise develer gegici
ve marjinal bir unsur olarak gériinmustur. Bu iki diizeydeki varhi@in kriterini, Hamase divanlarinin sairlerinin zihninde
¢agrisim yapan gorsel anlamlar ve hayali imgelerin derecesi belirlemistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Develer, Hamase Divanlari, insanlastirma, Hayvanlastirma, Seytanlastirma.

ABSTRACT

This research focuses on camels and their established formations in selected patterns of ancient Arabic poetry found in
the anthologies of Al-Hamasa. It examines camels as either a primary or secondary component in the weaving of poetic
experiences, manifesting in striking artistic variations within these contexts. Hence, this study aims to provide a new
perspective on the representations of camels in ancient poetic anthologies, which have not been previously approached
in terms of their artistic transformations, diverse functions, and representations. These anthologies include works such
as Diwan Al-Hamasa and Al-Wahshiyyat or The Lesser Hamasa, both compiled by Abu Tammam, as well as Hamasa by
Al-Buhturi, Hamasa Al-Khalidiyyayn, the commentary on Diwan Al-Hamasa by Al-Marzugqi, Hamasa Al-Zurafa from the
poetry of modern and ancient poets by Abdullah Al-Zuzani, Hamasa by Ibn Al-Shajari, The Moroccan Hamasa by Abu Al-
Abbas Al-Jurawi Al-Tadli, The BasriHamasa by Abu Al-Hasan Al-Basri, and The QurashiHamasa by Ibn Masoud Al-Qurashi.
Here, the critical sense adheres to an inductive descriptive methodology, focusing on the artistic patterns of camel
imagery in Al-Hamasa's poetry. These patterns are organized into three main axes: anthropomorphism, zoomorphism, and
demonization—either camels that are anthropomorphized, camels that are demonized, or humans that are zoomorphize.
Additionally, the study considers two other systems: the camel as a comparison tool and a source of illustrative evidence.
Each of these poetic elements possesses distinct characteristics and semantic purposes.

Keywords: Camels, The Diwans of Al-Hamasa, Humanization, Animalization, Demonization

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Rarely does a collection of “Al-Hamasa” poetry that does not mention camels. Poets
extensively described and spoke about them, reflecting their deep connection to their lives.
Camels were their companions on long journeys and numerous travels, as well as a source of
food and clothing. Camels were a tangible part of their reality, and they also became a vivid
element of their artistic imagination.

The camel-themed poems selected from the Al-Hamasa collections are distinguished
by their unique poetic structures, which feature various forms and multiple characteristics,
where camels serve as a clear theme oscillating between reality and imagination. At times,
the realistic aspect of camels is employed, whereas their artistic aspect is highlighted at other
time. In some Al-Hamasa poems, camels appear as real animals depicted as loyal companions
and patient comforters for poets during their frequent journeys. They carry poets on their
backs, endure the hardships of travel, transport them across great distances, and bear heavy
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loads to lands that could only be reached with immense effort. Camels also provide solace
to their owners, serving as a means of transportation, a source of comfort, sustenance, and
a symbol of generosity. They represent wealth and status, facilitating the diversity of social
relationships built around them.

However, these relationships often oscillate between harmony and conflict. Camels
became a means of distinction among people, a cause for envy, and a symbol of ambition for
some. Economically, camels represented a double-edged sword: they could signify strength
or weakness. They either empowered their owners or exposed their vulnerability. Camels
imposed conflicting roles on their owners, making some feel they were a source of pride, while
others perceived them as a source of humiliation. In this way, the tangible presence of camels
provided fertile ground for revealing the innermost emotions and the deterioration of human
relationships caused by them. Camels are valuable material assets that can tempt those with
ill intentions. They stirred jealousy, hatred, and resentment toward their owners, exposing the
cowardice of those who failed to protect them and others’ helplessness in maintaining their
possession. Camels also aroused greed in those with weak morals, prompting them to plunder
and deceive their owners.

On the other hand, in some Al-Hamasa poems, camels were depicted as artistic creatures
fulfilling poetic functions. They were sometimes placed in comparative relationships with other
animals, while at other times poetic structures anthropomorphized them, portraying them as
human beings with emotions similar to those of humans. Conversely, some poetic examples
did the opposite by projecting camels’ instincts, desires, and life conditions onto humans.

The poet may perceive camels as devilish creatures. While the devil is not perceivable
through the senses, it was commonly seen in ancient Arab though as an evil being associated
with rebellion, arrogance, and disobedience. Its presence represented danger, as it was considered
humanity’s primary enemy, constantly plotting harm. Although little is known about its form
or attributes beyond being created from fire and having extraordinary abilities to influence
other creatures, details about its sensory capacities-sight, hearing, touch, smell, or taste-remain
limited to Islamic religious sources. However, descriptions from ancient cultures, however,
are often speculative and riddled with imagination.

The ancient Arab poet not only leveraged their knowledge of the devil and its attributes to
demonize evil humans but also extended this knowledge to demonize camels. Camels became
a vital tool in shaping poetic perspectives on various life issues, offering rich material for Al-
Hamasa poets to craft their visions and diversify their themes. Poets compared camels to other
creatures, finding them a fitting means of highlighting their qualities and projecting them onto
humans to diminish human intellectual virtues. Conversely, they attributed human traits to
camels, portraying them as being capable of understanding, feeling dignity or humility, and
expressing restlessness from the hardships of long and arduous journeys. Poets addressed the
“mind” of camels, attempting to persuade them to endure the difficulties of travel for the sake
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of eventual comfort.

Camels were also depicted as migratory creatures yearning for their original homeland
in a profoundly human way. In this shared theme of longing, camels competed with humans:
the camel yearned for an abandoned land, while its rider longed for the intended destination.
Camels were “demonized” in some sensory behaviors, while in other instances, they were
“humanized” through their expressions of faith-like conduct. In turn, human were assigned
camel-like traits, being described as energetic camels, lazy camels, or ailing camels feared to
fall ill. These and other artistic depictions found their foundation in the camel as the central
creative element.

The research concluded by establishing the significance of camels in crafting realistic poetic
imagery drawn from the harsh desert environment and by highlighting their role in shaping
rich artistic depictions. These depictions showed the transformation and fluctuation of the
condition of camels, achieving the anthropomorphization of animals and the animalization
of humans. Camels became masks or symbols through which poets concealed their visions
and ideas. They also entered into comparative relationships with the pleasures of life or other
creatures, sharing roles, forms, and states with the beings of existence for various purposes
and intentions. Thus, the camel and its she-camel were portrayed as lovers, the riding beast
appeared as a devil, and the man and his beloved were depicted as two outcast camels.

Considering the collective poetic experiences preserved in the Al-Hamasa anthologies,
camels were not always a central element of poetic vision. Their presence was realized on two
levels: A primary level, where camels formed a significant component in the weaving of imagery
and the shaping of poetic vision. A secondary level, where marginal and incidental elements.

The extent of this presence was determined by the degree to which the poets of the Al-
Hamasa collections summoned of this evocative meanings and imagined connotations.
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